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Court Breakdown
Supreme Court:  Hears appeals from Court of 
Appeals; hears all death penalty appeals
Court of Appeals:  Hears all appeals from 
Superior Court and from District Court 
(exceptions – death penalty & trial de novo)
Superior Courts:  Trial court for felonies and for 
civil matters involving $10,000+
District Court:  Trial court (see later slides)
Small Claims Court:  AKA Magistrate Court, 
evictions, lawsuits ($3,000 or less), warrants, 
bonds

District Court – Types of Cases
Criminal – misdemeanors, traffic (DWI), first 
appearances, bond hearings
Hate your neighbor (hit, spit, cuss, fuss)
Worthless checks
Domestic violence – civil & criminal
Juvenile – delinquency & DSS (abuse, neglect)
Child support – IV-D
Civil Lawsuits – Jury trials and non-jury trials (less than 
$10,000)
Cherry Hospital
Family Drug Court
Truancy Court
Teen Court

District Court Case Load

Criminal court = 100 to 600 cases/day
Child support = 200 to 450 cases/day (2 
wks)
Cherry Hospital = 125 to 200 cases/day
Juvenile court = 30 to 65 cases/day
Domestic = 25 to 40 cases/wk + divorces
Others vary: civil jury trial = 3 days

Judicial Districts

30 Judicial Districts in North Carolina
3B = Craven, Carteret, & Pamlico Counties
4th = Onslow, Duplin, Sampson, & Jones 
Counties
8th = Wayne, Lenoir, & Greene Counties
12th = Cumberland County
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Judges, DAs, Clerks, & Sheriffs

Trial and appellate judges are elected
Magistrates are appointed

District Attorneys are elected
Assistant Das are appointed

Clerks of Court are elected
Assistant & Deputy Clerks are appointed

County Sheriffs are elected
Deputies are hired by the sheriff

Website Resources
www.nccourts.org
Click on “district court”
Click on “criminal calendar” or “impaired driving” or 
“citation query by defendant name” or “contacts by 
county”
“Court resources and services”

“Child support resources”
Child support guidelines, child support calculator
Or courthouses by county

Other court officials
Clerk of Court

Forms
District Attorney

Pro Se Litigants

Small Claims Court

Defendant in Criminal Court

Domestic Violence

Professionalism
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